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REF: A) PARIS 31740, B) STATE 234043 

1 . ON DECEMBER 13, MARCEL MART, MINISTER EOR ECONOMIC 
AEFAIRS AND TRANSPORTATION, CONFIRMED TO US REPORTS IN 
LUXEMBOURG PRESS NOVEMBER 13 THAT GOL IS NOT OPPOSED TO 
ERENCH PROPOSAL FOR AN EC-ARAB ECONOMIC CONEERENCE (REF A). 
ACCORDING TO MART, THE GOL WILL SUPPORT AN EC INITIATIVE 
EOR AN ECONOMIC CONEERENCE WITH THE ARAB STATES AS LONG 
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INCLUDE AN ARAB GUARANTEE ON OIL SUPPLIES TO THE EC, 

INCLUDING THE DUTCH. 

2. MART WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE CONSIDERS A EUROPEAN- 
ARAB ECONOMIC AGREEMENT TO BE A NATURAL OUTGROWTH OF 
THE EVOLVING POSITION OP THE ARAB NATIONS IN THE WORLD 
ECONOMY. THE ARABS, HE BELIEVES, HAVE MADE IT CLEAR THAT 
THEY PREPER GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT AGREEMENTS ON OIL 
AND OTHER ECONOMIC MATTERS RATHER THAN NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
INTERNATIONAL OIL COMPANIES AS IN THE PAST. WHILE SUCH 
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT AGREEMENTS WOULD BE OP POLITICAL 
ADVANTAGE TO THE ARABS, THEY COULD ALSO BENEPIT THE 
EUROPEANS, SINCE, UNLIKE THE AMERICANS, THE EUROPEANS DO 

NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO DEVELOP ALTERNATE SOURCES OP ENERGY 
TO THE EXTENT THAT THE US DOES. ALTHOUGH ARAB-EC 
ECONOMIC TALKS WERE POSED BY THE PRENCH IN THE CONTEXT OF 
THE CURRENT ENERGY SHORTAGE, MART INDICATED THAT HE 
BELIEVED IT INEVITABLE IN THE MEDIUM AND LONG TERM THAT 
THE EC SHOULD TRY TO OBTAIN AN ARAB-EC ECONOMIC ACCORD. 

3. MART MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE GOL DOES NOT SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBER STATE DEMARCHES WITH THE ARABS AND VIEWS SUCH 
BILATERAL APPROACHES AS DISRUPTIVE POR THE COHESION OF THE 
COMMUNITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, MART ADMITTED THAT THE GOL 
HAD SUPPORTED BELGIAN EFPORTS TO GET THE ARABS TO DIFPER- 
ENTIATE BETWEEN PETROLEUM BOUND POR ROTTERDAM AND 
PETROLEUM TRANSITTING ROTTERDAM FOR ANTWERP (LUXEMBOURG 
DEPENDS ON ANTWERP POR OVER 60 PERCENT OF ITS PETROLEUM) IN ORDER 
TO EXCLUDE ANTWERP PROM THE EMBARGO AGAINST THE DUTCH. 

4. MART ALSO REACTED FAVORABLY TO THE US OFPER OF 
ASSISTANCE TO THE DUTCH. WHILE MART PREFERS THAT THE EC 
SEIZE THE PETROLEUM CRISIS AS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMON 
EC ACTION IN FOREIGN POLICY (I.E., AN EC-ARAB ECONOMIC 
AGREEMENT), HE THOUGHT THE US OFFER OF AID TO THE DUTCH 

BOTH MAGNANIMOUS AND AN EXCELLENT DIPLOMATIC MANEUVER. AT THE 

SAME TIME HE WONDERED WHETHER SUCH AID TO THE DUTCH 

WOULD BE SOLELY FOR THE DUTCH OR WOULD ALSO REPLACE 

SOME OF THE ARAB PETROLEUM THAT HERETOFORE HAD PASSED 

THROUGH ROTTERDAM REFINERIES TO BELGIUM AND 
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